[image: image1.png]


Essay Format
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Structuring Your Essay.  
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Paragraphs, like essays, follow a simple format that has three basic parts.  A complete paragraph has a one Statement (topic sentence), at least two sentences of Examples (supporting sentences), and at least three sentences of Explanation (closing sentences) for every examples.
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Likewise, essays have three components: an intro, which introduces the topic through a thesis statement; a body, where the writer supports the thesis with examples;  and conclusion explaining the final thoughts on how the topic was supported and proved.
· Everytime you write a essay, structure your writing according to the following shapes on the right.


The introduction is shaped like an upside- down triangle because you begin your essay with a lead that everyone can relate to, yet at the same time answers the prompt by connecting it to the subject you’re writing about.  As you continue to write your introduction, narrow your focus little by little, seemlessly tying in the subject until you reach the last sentence that clearly states your thesis.


The body paragraphs are shaped like rectangles because everything in these paragraphs are written about in the same depth and width, clearly supporting and proving your thesis.

The conclusion paragraph reverses the structure of the introduction by beginning with a narrow focus through restating what  your thesis proved; then, as you continue to write the conclusion, bring the reader to a higher level of understanding regarding the topic and what you proved.  Finally,  broaden your focus until you close the essay with a strong final statement that has universal appeal.
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Analyzes and evaluates the significance of thesis in relation to the topic by bringing the audience to a new level of understanding regarding the topic 
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Writing Tip:  In between every Statement, Example, and Explanation, good writers use a Transition word, phrase or sentence.  Also, use Attribution every time an example is cited to indicate who’s speaking, how it’s said, and to whom that person is speaking.





Lead/Hook answering the prompt





Reflect in depth








Tie in subject





Set context





Oh, yeah!  The statement needs to support the thesis.





Hey, so do the examples.  And make them at least two sentences each.





Explain in depth how the examples support the thesis.  Consider counter-points, then disprove them.





Strong final statement.  End with an analogy, simile, or metaphor
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