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Quoting from Songs, Plays, and Movies 

· Quoting a Song:  Like a poem, put quotation marks around what’s being quoted, and use a slash ( / ) to indicate the end of line or verse.  Then, parenthetically cite the line number of the poem being quoted.
A generation ago, John Lennon sang about a world where people rejected materialism, war, and greed: “Imagine no possessions / I wonder if you can / No need for greed or hunger / A brotherhood of man / Imagine all the people / Sharing all the world” (7-12). Rather than focusing on this song’s plea for humanity, some critics claimed it was an atheist rant.
· Quoting a Play:  In capital letters, indent the quoted character’s name one inch from the left, followed by a period.  Then follow the pattern of how the words are printed on the page, indenting each line three spaces past the character’s name. Like a block citation, no quotation marks are used.  The act, scene and verses are separated by period, and the verses cited by a dash.  
Never afraid to be assertive, Lady Macbeth orders her husband to plant the evidence:



LADY MACBETH. 

          Go carry them and smear 


                   The sleepy grooms with blood.  

 
     
 MACBETH.                                     I’ll go no more. 



         I am afraid to think what I have done. 


                     I look on ‘t again I dare not.


              LADY MACBETH.                     Infirm of purpose!



         Give me the daggers.  (Shakespeare 2.2.63–69)  

      Obviously, Lady Macbeth is more determined than Macbeth to be successful in their plan.  

· Quoting a Movie without Having the Printed Script: Use the same format as a short story or novel.  For parenthetical citation, state the hour, minute, and second the dialogue began, preceded by the screenplay writer’s last name.

 Discussing Pedro’s options, Napoleon Dynamite wonders, “Who are you gonna ask?”   



“That girl over there.”


“Summer Wheatly? How the heck are you gonna do that?”


“Build her a cake or something” (Hess 00:54:32). Never one to walk away from a challenging situation, Pedro’s optimism is inspiring for most teenagers.
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