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Adding Variety to Your Writing
Here are some ways you can add variety to your writing.  By using different styles when citing your sources, readers are less likely to find your writing monotonous, and in the process, more enjoyable to read.

1) Use a Quotation to Finish a Sentence You Have Started 

Example: English is a very illogical language because "there is no butter in buttermilk, no egg in eggplant, no grape in grapefruit, neither pine nor apple in pineapple, and no ham in a hamburger" (Lederer 12). 
2) Quote a Whole Sentence 

Example: "To make matters worse, English muffins weren't invented in England, french fries in France, or danish pastries in Denmark" (Lederer 13).  
3) Block Quotation 
Start the block quotation on a new line and indent one more inch on the left. You do not need quotation marks for such an extended quotation. Use this format if your citation will take up more than four lines in your essay.  A colon is usually used in the sentence that introduces the quotation. 

Example: Well known grammarian Richard Lederer explains the insanity of the English   Language very clearly for us: 

Sometimes you have to believe that all English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the verbally insane. In what other language do people recite at a play and play at a recital? In what other language do men get hernias and women get hysterectomies? In what other language do people ship by truck and send cargo by ship? English is a crazy language. (15)                   






  Note change in punctuation for offset quote
4) Quote Just a Few Words 

Example:    According to Lederer, "English is a crazy language" (15). 

5) Paraphrase Information from a Source 

"English is the most widely spoken language in the history of our planet, used in some way by at least one out of every seven human beings around the globe. English has acquired the largest vocabulary of all the world's language, perhaps as many as two million words, and has generated one of the noblest bodies of literature in the annals of the human race." 

Example: World wide, more people speak English than any other language. In addition   
   to having the largest vocabulary, it also has created some of the world's
   greatest literature (Lederer 3). 
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